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ACT Land Keepers Update

Angela Calliess
Greening Australia

With the first round of ACT Land Keepers funding
nearing completion and new funding on the way,
here is a quick glance at what has been achieved
in partnership with ACT rural landowners:

$351,484 funding to rural landowners for on-
ground works including fencing remnants, fencing
rivers/creeks/gullies, revegetation, dam de-silting
and woody weed control

169 ha remnant vegetation on rural land protected
or enhanced

91 ha revegetation through tubestock/direct
seeding

WONS/woody weed control carried out on 782
ha of rural land

16 km riparian protection/enhancement

More than one third of all ACT landowners have
been involved in ACT Land Keepers in the past
three years. A fantastic effort when you consider
that in that time landowners were still recovering
from the 2003 bushfires and dealing with drought
conditions.

Greening Australia would like to thank all of
the ACT rural landowners who got involved!

{ f \
ACT LAND KEEPERS

ANOTHER LIVING ENVIRONMENT PROJECT

FUNDED BY ACT GOVERNMENT & AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT

PARTNERS

Environment and Recreation
Greening Australia
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The Farmer’s Guide to Managing
Climate Risk

Rebecca Blundell
NRM Regional Facilitator & ACT Landcare
Coordinator

How can you include information on weather,
climate variability and change in your decision
making and reduce your exposure to risk?

The Farmer’s Guide to Managing Climate Risk
workshop is a one-day workshop to help you
develop your risk management skills by allowing
you to monitor and effectively incorporate weather
and climate information into your decision-making.

» Understand how weather works
» Read and interpret weather maps
* Analyse local and regional climate history

» Examine the relevance of seasonal climatic
influences

 Understand climate change, interpret scenarios,
and explore possible business impacts

* Use forecasts for practical decisions

 Discover where to find weather and climate
information

» Manage climate risk.

This workshop is invaluable for managers of
agricultural businesses and rural land, or anyone
seeking to understand weather and climate risk
management.

The ACT NRM Council in partnership with the
NSW and ACT Government is offering this course
to landowners free of charge on the 13" October
in Queanbeyan. This PROfarm course usually
costs $439. Spaces are limited to 20 participants,
register by contacting the ACT NRM Council on
62052913 or email actnrmcouncil@act.gov.au to
secure your registration.




Parks, Conservation and Lands —
2 years on

Russell Watkinson

Director

Parks, Conservation & Lands
Territory and Municipal Services

It is now some two years since Parks,
Conservation and Lands (PCL) was formed from
an amalgamation of Environment ACT, ACT
Forests and Parks and Places within the
Department of Territory and Municipal Services.
Parks, Conservation and Lands is the ACT'’s
integrated land management agency managing a
wide range of functions from restoration of Alpine
bogs to urban floral displays. With the
organisational structure now settled, the current
focus is building the business systems to support
the efficient operation of this large business. An
external review is currently underway against the
Australian Business Excellence Framework.

There are a large number of current issues of
potential interest to our rural community.

A review of the future of commercial forestry in
the ACT has been completed and will shortly
be considered by government.

Progress is well underway in developing a
comprehensive Kangaroo Management Plan
for the Territory to set the framework for the
management of the urban population in future
years.

The Namadgi Final Draft Management Plan
has been reviewed by the government’s
Planning and Environment Committee. Their
recommendations and comments are being
considered in finalising the management plan
for government approval.

Final Draft Management Plans for Googong
foreshores and Jerrabomberra Wetlands are
nearing completion.

A review of PCL's role in managing biosecurity
events is underway following the successful
eradication of Equine Influenza.

Preparations are well underway for the
approaching fire season with the Annual Bush
Fire Operations Plan almost ready to forward
to the Bush Fire Council and Emergency
Services Authority.
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A review of Land Management Agreements
will commence shortly following the
recruitment of the project officer into the
Natural Resource Protection group.

Increasing attention is being given to Pest
control with the current explosion in the rabbit
population. Increasing Wasp numbers
continue to be an issue of concern from both a
conservation and recreation perspective.

Continuing drought conditions are a real
concern and the department has made a
submission to the current review of drought
arrangements by the Productivity Commission.
The ACT will review drought relief
arrangements once the Productivity
Commission has reported to the Primary
Industry’s Ministerial Council.

A review of PCL’s community involvement
programs has commenced with a view to
ensuring that PCL is properly engaged with its
wide range of stakeholders and volunteers.

This is just a selection of the current issues facing
PCL. There is plenty to keep everybody busy.




FIREWEED Located in Canberra

Jenny Conolly

Weeds Officer

Parks, Conservation and Lands
Territory and Municipal Services

Canberra residents are being urged to keep an
eye out for Fireweed (Senecio
madagascariensis). This environmental and
agricultural weed is toxic to livestock and horses.

Fireweed can be identified by the bright yellow
‘daisy like’ flowers, which have 12-15 petals. It
has small straight leaves about 2cm long.

Fireweed is spread by wind, animals, stock feed
or in mud on vehicles. It is a highly invasive weed
and occurs on the South Coast and north of
Goulburn.

Please do not attempt to pull the plant out as this
will only spread seed further.

If you suspect you have seen a fireweed plant
please contact Canberra Connect on 13 22 81.

Serrated Tussock Control Trailer
for Lanyon Bowl

Steve Welch
Southern ACT Catchment Group

With a $5000 grant provided by the ACT Natural
Resources Management Council, under its Small
Projects Funding program, the Southern ACT
Catchment Group has purchased a heavy-duty
trailer for use by landholders in the Lanyon bowl
area in southern ACT, for Serrated Tussock
control.

Serrated Tussock (Nassella trichotoma) is
Australia’s worst weed because of its
invasiveness, potential for spread, and economic
and environmental impacts. This perennial grass
weed introduced from Argentina infests over 1
million hectares of mainly non-arable grazing
lands across south-eastern Australia. Serrated
tussock is a Weed of National Significance.

Climatic conditions in the ACT region over the last
few years have undoubtedly suited Serrated
Tussock with reduced pasture growth from
drought providing little competition to the
establishment of new tussocks and the late spring
rains ensuring a massive seed production. The
effects of this increased seed bank will need to be
closely monitored.

There is need for control practices to focus not
only on the eradication of adult plants but also
prevent the re-establishment of seedlings.
Pasture establishment with an introduced pasture
based on Phalaris is predominately being used to
control seeding re-establishment. However, this is
not always environmentally (or economically)
viable, or sustainable in low fertility, low rainfall or
inaccessible areas. In these areas new solutions
have to be examined that not only control adult
Serrated Tussock, but also prevent recruitment of
Serrated Tussock seedlings. If the cover of native
grasses can be retained as a competitive base
while adult plants are controlled there would be a
greater chance of preventing Serrated Tussock
from re-invading. To date minimal work has been
done on developing management practices for
native vegetation that strengthen the competitive
ability of native grasses against serrated tussock
(CRC for Weed Management Systems).

Advice from the Parks, Conservation and Lands’
weeds officer has suggested the use of a hand-
held spray wand to apply herbicide (glyphosate)
more effectively to individual tussocks. This
system not only allows coverage ‘inside’ the
tussock ensuring a better ‘kill' but also minimises
the impact on nearby plant species and therefore
creates less bare patches in a pasture.

The Lanyon Bowl Landcare Group have been
sharing a ‘quick-spray’ unit purchased through
Government assisted funding a number of years
ago. While the supply of this equipment is much
appreciated by the local farming community, its
ongoing use has had some problems. Most
graziers are dealing with weeds at the same time
and one farmer using the unit may be using a
different herbicide to that of the next person. The



continued off-loading of the unit from one vehicle
has created some potential OH&S issues and
promotes un-necessary damage to the unit.
These matters, plus a one time non-compliance
with the rules governing the unit, have
encouraged many rural landholders in the district
to purchase their own units.

A successful application by the Southern ACT
Catchment Group to the ACT NRM Council Small
Projects Fund funding has recently enabled the
purchase of a heavy-duty trailer for the Lanyon
Bowl quick-spray unit. The unit will be entirely
devoted to Serrated Tussock control. This means
there will be no contamination of herbicide and
that landholders will no longer have to wait for the
unit to be emptied. The increased mobility of the
unit will save time and promote greater use for the
control of Serrated Tussock. Serrated Tussock
can be treated with herbicide throughout the
spring, summer and autumn periods and this
mobile quick-spray unit gives easy adaptability to
the use of a hand wand attached to the
retractable hoses.

In a move to increase community awareness of
rural landholder’s efforts to control weeds the
trailer carries the ‘Living Environment’ and
Southern ACT Catchment Group logos along with
the words ‘Serrated Tussock Control’.

Whereas the Southern ACT Catchment Group will
own the trailer, the landholders of the Lanyon
Bowl area will be responsible for the costs
associated with registration and insurance,
maintaining the trailer and equipment in good
order and managing a booking system.

Southern ACT Catchment Group is keen to work
with rural landholders in the catchment by
assisting with grant applications, revegetation
projects and water quality monitoring. Contact the
Catchment Coordinator, Steve Welch on

62966400 or email info@sactcg.org .

Have your say — My Cotter, My Place

The Cotter Dam Enlargement provides opportunities for reinstating and improving the
recreation areas below the wall. Have your say on what experiences, facilities and
services are currently valued at the Cotter and what could be possible during
construction and in the future. An online survey is found at
http://www.actew.com.au/\WaterSecurity/MajorProjects/your_say.aspx

and there will be a number of focus groups. If you would like to be a part of the focus
groups, then email watersecurity@actew.com.au or phone Ron Forrester at the Bulk

Water Alliance on 6248 3111



Expenditure on Environmental
Weed Control Across Public
Land in 2007-08

Steve Taylor

Alg Weeds & Invertebrate Pests Coordinator
Parks, Conservation and Lands

Territory and Municipal Services

Table 1 (on Page 8) lists the expenditure
(including GST) on environmental weed control
across public land in the ACT in 2007-08.> The
weed categories are those that have been used
for previous years so that comparisons can be
made between years.

All of the environmental weeds in Table 1 are
listed on Schedule 1 of the Pest Plants and
Animals Act 2005. The control work on Schedule
1 weeds is prioritised according to the
conservation value of an area; type of work
involved, eg. follow-up control or new weed
incursion; and invasive nature of the weed
species.

In 2007-08, on-ground environmental weed
expenditure on ACT public land was around $2.8
million (including GST).> Most of the expenditure
is by Parks, Conservation & Lands (PCL) because
it manages over 75% of the ACT.

This compares with $1.9m in 2006-07 (including
GST). The increase in 2007-08 is primarily due
to more on-ground work. More comprehensive
reporting also plays a part in the increase.

The largest expenditure on a weed category was
Woody Weeds (41%), followed by Blackberry

! An environmental weed is a weed of the natural
environment.

2 Thistotal excludes expenditure on Defence
Department land as this information is confidential.

(18%), Serrated Tussock (10%) and Willows
(9%). Indirect costs at 0.5% include display
plants and materials, weed brochures, field
identification weed decks, and weed survey costs.

The high proportions of expenditure on Woody
Weeds (includes Pine wildlings), Willows and
Blackberry control were largely due to work at the
Lower Cotter Catchment, Stromlo Forest Park and
the Molonglo River. The Woody Weed category
is inflated due to the large amount of Pine wildling
control at the Lower Cotter Catchment and
Stromlo Forest Park.

Blackberry control expenditure was high due to
control work in the Lower Cotter Catchment, PCL-
Forestry land and Stromlo Forest Park. This
expenditure is expected to increase again in
2008-09 with additional control work along the
Molonglo River.

There has been a significant increase in the
expenditure on African Lovegrass control. In
2006-07 African Lovegrass expenditure was
$94,694. In 2007-08 this figure was $162,531.
The increase was due to the African Lovegrass
control project along urban arterial roads. This
work has allowed extensive areas of this highly
invasive weed to be sprayed with a selective
herbicide, Fluproponate. The work was very
important as this weed was starting to spread
from the roadsides into Canberra Nature Park
(CNP), nature reserves in the PCL — Parks &
Reserves South District. Many of these reserves
have endangered ecological communities such as
native grassland and Yellow Box-Red Gum
grassy woodland.

Serrated Tussock control expenditure continues
to be high reflecting the efforts to suppress this
highly invasive weed and contain its spread in the
grassy woodlands and grasslands. The
combination of the large seed bank from this
environmental weed and less competition due to
drought will ensure that continuing expenditure
will be required to contain its spread in the ACT.



Sprayed serrated tussock at Jerrabomberra
grassdands

The central and north-eastern areas of the ACT
are dominated by grassy ecosystems which are
highly susceptible to invasion by environmental
weeds such as Serrated Tussock. This
management cost will be on-going and may even
increase.

The low level of expenditure on Chilean
Needlegrass in 2007-08 is expected to be
reversed in 2008-09. Re-infestation from the
seedbank has occurred at a number of nature
reserves (Red Hill, Crace, Mt Ainslie, Mt Majura).
Follow-up control will be undertaken in these
reserves in June-August 2008.

The ‘Other Weeds’ category includes broadleaf
weeds, eg. Nodding Thistle, and Paterson’s
Curse. The rate of spread of Nodding Thistle in
Namadgi National Park increased in 2007-08.
Germination success from the seed bank was
greater due to less plant competition (drought
effect).

Environmental weed control undertaken by
Volunteer ParkCare Groups is mainly Woody
Weeds, St John’s Wort, Blackberry and Other
Weeds. Itis a significant part of the
environmental weed control effort (5%). The
woody weeds controlled include Pyracantha,
Sweet Briar and cotoneaster. The other weeds
category for the ParkCare Groups includes thistle
species and verbascum due to work done at old
sheep camps.

2008-09 is expected to be an even busier year for
environmental weed control on public land. Two
additional initiatives above the 2007-08
expenditure are: Blackberry and Willow control on

the Molonglo River ($330,000), and revegetation
of areas boom sprayed for African Lovegrass next
to high conservation value areas ($220,000).

Regeneration after Willow control on the Molonglo
River

PCL is undertaking coordinated control of
serrated tussock in the Gungahlin district. This
involves considerable expenditure suppressing
serrated tussock on reserves, agistment areas,
and roadsides. There has also been liaison with
NSW & ACT private landholders to step up their
control efforts. A coordinated approach in the
Gungabhlin district is essential because some of
the worst infestations are upwind of important
reserves such as Mulligans Flat-Gooroyarroo and
the Gungahlin grasslands.

DrumMuster

Old herbicide containers can be recycled free of

charge through the DrumMuster program. The

containers must be tripled rinsed and cored so

they drain freely. They are collected on the first

Thursday of the month — by booking in with the
contractor:

Thiess Services Mitchell Resource Recovery
Centre

Flemington Road Mitchell
Contact: Russell Cairns
Ph: 62419411
Fax no: 62419411

Fill in the form found on the TAMS web site and
fax to the contractor — to make a booking.
http://www.tams.act.gov.au/ _data/assets/pdf file
/0009/20313/drumMUSTER.pdf




Table 1 — On-ground Environmental Weed Control Expenditure on Public Land by ACT Land Manager 2007-08 (incl GST)

St

Broom & | Serrated | African Woody Chilean John's African Other Indirect
Land Managers Gorse Tussock | Lovegrass | weeds Willows Blackberry | Needlegrass | Wort Boxthorn | weeds costs Total
PCL - Parks &
Reserves and CPOS
(contracts)* $1,760 | $179,501 $158,121 $240,362 | $248,803 $219,436 $3,171 | $121,791 $0 | $118,786 $14,073 $1,305,804
PCL - Parks &
Reserves and CPOS
(staff) ~ # $12,960 $7,440 $1,920 $11,520 $0 $6,960 $1,440 [ $19,200 $0 | $15,840 $0 $77,280
PCL - Horse Paddocks $0 $7,718 $0 $17,394 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 | $43,957 $0 $69,069
PCL - Lower Cotter
Catchment $0 $0 $0 $780,000 $20,000 $220,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,020,000
PCL - Forestry $0 $42,639 $0 $0 $0 $23,829 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $66,468
PCL — Parkcare# $0 $1,050 $2,190 $13,110 $0 $5,430 $720 $7,740 $0 | $105,690 $0 $135,930
National Capital
Authority+ $0
Land Development
Agency $0 $60,282 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $3,763 $0 $64,045
Stromlo Forest Park $0 $500 $300 $105,000 $3,000 $30,000 $0 $1,000 $0 $0 $0 $139,800
Total $14,720 | $299,130 $162,531 | $1,167,386 | $271,803 $505,655 $5,331 | $149,731 $0 | $288,036 $14,073 $2,878,396
Percentage 0.5% 10.4% 5.6% 40.6% 9.4% 17.6% 0.2% 5.2% 0.0% 10.0% 0.5% 100.0%

* Most contracts are funded by PCL-Program Coordination and a small proportion are funded by PCL — Parks & Reserves. The costs to PCL for planning, coordination,
contract management & supervision are not included in the table.
~ The costs to PCL for herbicide and Quik-spray vehicle leases are not included.
# Labour costed at approx. $30/hr

+ Awaiting end of financial year data.
PCL — Fire Management also undertakes some incidental woody weed control as part of native vegetation thinning for fuel hazard reduction.

PCL - Forestry also undertook additional environmental weed control work, not included in this table, as part of plantation establishment.

The Defence Dept also control controls environmental weeds in high conservation value areas, and this data is supplied to the Commissioner for the Environment.
The table does not include amenity weed control undertaken by PCL-CPOS, eg. treating ruderal type weeds on nature strips, footpaths and sports grounds.

Woody Weeds refers mainly to exotic species of shrubs/trees that are environmental weeds.




ACT Landkeepers in Action

ClareMclnnes,
Greening Australia

Geoff Hyles has had a varied and interesting life.
After growing up on family properties in and
around the ACT, Geoff decided to go out on his
own. In 1972 he secured a 20 year lease on
Castle Hill, a 530 hectare cattle property near
Tharwa.

Geoff lived on Castle Hill until 1975 when low
cattle prices led him to make a lifestyle shift. “I
decided to study economics at university and then
commenced a 25 year period working overseas
as a consultant for government and aid agencies”,
said Geoff. “During this period | continued to
manage Castle Hill at a low stocking capacity”.

After traveling, living and working in 30 countries,
remarrying and also turning 60, Geoff returned to
Castle Hill. At this time he also secured a 99 year
renewable lease on the property. “With the new
found certainty about my future on Castle Hill it
was time to invest in the property and try to make
a living from farming”, said Geoff.

Protecting and enhancing biodiversity

Geoff’s first priority was to spend time catching up
on general maintenance and investing in property
infrastructure such as fences and stock dams.
This also included fencing for on-ground
conservation works. “My primary focus was to
protect the waterways including a four kilometre
section of the Murrumbidgee River Corridor, to
reduce erosion, promote regeneration of native
species and to increase the overall health of the
trees on the property”, said Geoff.

With assistance from the ACT Land Keepers
program Geoff has fenced 36.4 hectares for
remnant protection and / or revegetation —
approximately 7per cent of his property. “| have
already observed an improvement in the natural
regeneration, especially of eucalypts in these
areas”, said Geoff. “My plans for 2008 are to
enhance these areas with tubestock planting and
direct seeding. This will further improve the
diversity of understorey species and provide
linkages between patches of remnant vegetation”.

Geoff Hyles has invested significant time and
resources in protecting the Yellow Box / Red Gum
Grassy Box Woodland on his property.

This increase in understorey species will also
encourage a boost in the population of woodland
birds. These insectivorous birds play a very
important role in reducing populations of
defoliating insects and it is hoped they will assist
to reduce the incidence of tree dieback on the

property.

On-farm services

Geoff also recognises other benefits created from
the on-ground conservation works for his farming
business. “Herding cattle across the property is
now easier, with cattle no longer getting caught in
creeks”, said Geoff. “l also find that | am able to
undertake a more strategic approach to weed
control”.

Sweet briar, Blackberry and African lovegrass are
common in the area. With assistance from the
ACT Land Keepers program Geoff has nearly
eradicated Sweet briar and Blackberry from his

property.

“l undertake Sweet briar and Blackberry control at
the same time | fence off the project areas”, said
Geoff. “I have found that undertaking a thorough
weed control program prior to fencing ensures
that future management of the site is much
easier”.

Geoff has also found that competition by native
trees can assist in reducing the cover of African
lovegrass. African lovegrass is a major threat to
both the production potential and the biodiversity
values of Castle Hill. This is particularly important
as Castle Hill consists of large patches of Yellow
Box / Red Gum Grassy Woodland, an
endangered ecological community. Geoff hopes
that encouraging the growth of native vegetation
on Castle Hill will assist in his African lovegrass
control program.



In the next few years Geoff hopes to see an
overall improvement in on-farm biodiversity,
providing him with healthier trees and a better
ability to manage stock and weeds. “I know the
benefits | am already observing are just the
beginning”, said Geoff. “Over the next few years
the true benefits of the works undertaken will
become more apparent”.

The future

In his retirement years Geoff is happy making a
modest living from Castle Hill. “I plan to live here
until the time comes when | have to leave”, said

Geoff. At this time Geoff hopes that one of his
children may continue to manage Castle Hill,
although as that interest has yet to materialise,
Geoff feels it is more likely that it will become a
lifestyle property.

For more information contact Greening Australia
Capital Region

Ph: (02) 6253 3035 email:
admin@act.greeningaustralia.org.au

" H#EYV8YB '
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Rural Programs Update.
Simon Katz

Rural Programs Coordinator

Parks, Conservation and Lands
Territory and Municipal Services

Rural Programs Coordination is a unit within
Programs Coordination, Parks, Conservation and
Lands. One of the programs that this unit has in
its business plan is to have ‘An Effective Forum in
place for interaction with Rural Landholders’. To
this end, quarterly meetings between
representatives of the Rural Landholders
Association and Parks, Conservation and Lands
(PCL) - the ‘Rural Forum’, have been
reintroduced.

The forum provides a valuable opportunity to
share information and for rural landholder
representatives to discuss ongoing issues
appropriate to ACT landholders, and to seek
advice and/or information from PCL and other
government agencies.

PCL also organises seasonal ‘Rural Workshops’
to provide an opportunity for landholders to meet
with and listen to outside experts in various
agricultural fields. The last two workshops have
introduced guest speakers from NSW Department
of Primary Industry and private agronomists,
consultants, and livestock managers. The
workshops are also attended by PCL district staff,
providing opportunity for informal discussion,
‘networking’, plus simply getting to know one
another better. Workshops are held at various
locations, including indoor venues and rural
properties around the ACT.

| would also take this opportunity to thank our
most recent workshop hosts, Gordon Hughes
(Spring Valley) and John Gale (Huntly), for their
hospitality in allowing workshops to be held on
their properties.

Another direction that Rural Programs is keen to
investigate further is training and learning
opportunities for the rural community. The
continuing dry conditions and the impact of
continued climate change could see considerable
changes in management practices or what
enterprise will be able to be undertaken on
properties in the region. Therefore, land
managers need to keep informed and in touch
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with information and knowledge on offer. Greater
knowledge of the latest technological advances
will enable land managers to make informed
decisions on what's best to adopt, or in some
cases ignore.

Regardless of our situation, we can all learn
something. Please don't be shy in coming forward
when these opportunities are presented. If the
interest is not forthcoming and the offers are not
taken up, then the workshops may be cancelled.

New Position within Rural
Programs to work with rural
lessees to achieve landscape

conservation connectivity.
Kerrin Styles

Manager Natural Resource Protection
Parks, Conservation and Lands
Territory and Municipal Services

The Territory currently has Land Management
Agreements (LMASs) with rural landholders with
the principal objective to establish appropriate
management practices which achieve the land
management aims of both the lessee and
Territory. Whilst LMAs address all environmental
issues they are particularly important for land
which has a high conservation value as they
outline how these areas will be managed and
protected.

The majority of LMAs are due or past their review
date (LMAs are due for review within 5 years from
the date of signing). Most rural landholders have
been unable, due to circumstances beyond their
control (i.e. prolonged drought), to achieve the
environmental objectives of protecting areas of
high conservation value. Discussions need to be
held between the rural landholders and PCL to
consider whether those objectives should be
reviewed and what actions may be required to
achieve them.

Reviewing and updating LMAs will enable
strategic programs to be implemented to control
high priority vertebrate and plant pests, protect
high value conservation areas, improve water
infiltration and quality, and prevent soil loss due to
erosion. This will also assist in meeting the



increasing challenges to the rural environment
linked to climate change.

Parks, Conservation and Lands has been
successful in gaining funding to engage the
services of a dedicated officer to work
cooperatively with rural lessees to improve the
management and condition of high conservation
areas on their lease.

be achieved by:

supporting rural lessees to maintain or
improve productivity within the context of
improved biodiversity and other
environmental outcomes;

develop a stronger cooperative working
relationship and facilitate access to grant
funding to assist rural lessees to address
environmental issues in their LMA;
support Parks, Conservation and Lands
(PCL) to implement strategic off reserve
conservation programs;

provide a coordination point for the review
of current LMAS;

advise rural lessees on appropriate
actions to protect high conservation value
areas on rural lands.

This will

The recruitment process is underway and we
hope to introduce rural landholders to the
successful applicant soon.

For further information contact Kerrin Styles Ph:
6207 2264 or e-mail: kerrin.styles@act.gov.au

Introducing Sam Price, Rural
Programs Officer

Kerrin Styles

Manager Natural Resour ce Protection
Parks, Conservation and Lands
Territory and Municipal Services

Last September the Rural Programs Officer
position was filled by new employee Sam Price.

Sam is a recent graduate of Charles Sturt
University, graduating with a degree in
Agricultural Science majoring in Agronomy. Skills
developed while at university combined with an
extensive farming background at Crookwell and
his involvement within the industry for the past ten
years has provided Sam with sound knowledge
and experience in both the theory and practical
applications involved in sustainable land
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management, natural resource and agricultural
land management.

Sam possesses a strong passion for assisting
rural producers in increasing productivity and
persistency of rural enterprises. Sam will attempt
to achieve these goals through the adoption of
proven extension roles and techniques
encouraging the introduction of new technologies
into existing farming systems. Some of you may
have already met Sam at the seasonal workshops
he has organised for rural landholders.

If you have any ideas for future workshop subjects
or would like to discuss agronomic issues during a
farm visit then please contact Sam.

Enquiries: Sam Price
6205 0855
Samuel.price@act.gov.au

Ginninderra Catchment Group

Julie Palmer
Coordinator Ginninderra Catchment Group

The Ginninderra Catchment Group Inc. (GCG)
represents Landcarers and Parkcarers working in
the water catchment of Ginninderra Creek. The
group receives funding from the Australian and
ACT Governments for the employment of
Landcare, Waterwatch and Frogwatch
coordinators. These coordinators support
individual Landcare and Waterwatch activity as
well as implementing catchment scale
environmental improvement and monitoring
programs. The Catchment Group also houses the
ACT Frogwatch Coordinator who is always keen



to assist with the protection and enhancement of
frog breeding sites.

The Ginninderra Creek itself begins in the upper
reaches of Gungahlin within the Mulligans Flat
Nature Reserve and enters the Murrumbidgee at
Ginninderra Falls in Parkwood. The water
catchment for the creek and its tributaries crosses
the border between ACT and NSW and takes in
some 32,000 hectares including the township and
surrounding region of Hall.

The GCG is currently working hard to improve our
connections with the rural land managers of our
catchment and we are very keen to hear from
people in the region who have ideas for Landcare
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works or larger natural resource management
projects and require funding or who may be
interested in taking part in these type of projects
in the future.

Particularly the group is interested in initiating
riparian zone restoration works either along the
Ginninderra Creek or along any of the various
tributaries that assist in water drainage through
out our catchment.

For more information please contact;
Julie Palmer

Catchment Coordinator

Ph: 02 6278 3309 or emalil
landcare@ginninderralandcare.org.au



The Grassy Ecosystems
Management Kit

Mary Appleby
Southern Tablelands Grassy Ecosystems

The ACT contains some of Australia’s best
examples of remnant grassy ecosystems.
Because these ecosystems are highly productive
in terms of their agricultural potential, they were
among the first areas settled by Europeans and
have been highly modified. Both Natural
Temperate Grassland and Grassy Box Gum
Woodland are recognized as Endangered
Ecological Communities under both ACT and
Commonwealth legislation. They are home to
many threatened plant and animal species. The
Southern Tablelands Grassy Ecosystems
Conservation Management Network (STGE CMN)
is the umbrella body linking these precious
remnants, landholders, traditional landowners,
other land managers, scientists, conservationists
and natural resource management professionals
across the ACT and NSW Southern Tablelands.
The focus of the STGE CMN is to promote the
best management practices to conserve
functioning grassy ecosystems.

Grassy ecosystem remnants occur on land
managed for different purposes— conservation,
agriculture and recreation, among others. If
managed sensitively, conservation can
complement other land uses. The Grassy
Ecosystems Management Kit has been developed
to help people manage grassy ecosystems across
a spectrum of landuses, whether they be
individual landholders, Landcare groups, land
management agencies or regional planning
groups.
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This comprehensive and practical resource
contains a workbook with a set of steps that can
be used to develop a conservation management
plan and more detailed works plans, as well as
recording sheets to assist monitoring progress
towards management goals. Because landholders
already have management experience and
extensive knowledge of their sites, the kit can be
adapted to suit the needs of these enterprises.
Little or no biological knowledge is required to use
the kit.

By providing information specific to managing
grassy ecosystems, a guide to identifying and
documenting basic physical and biological
information, plus additional resources and
reference material, the Grassy Ecosystems
Management Kit gives landholders the tools
required to manage sites for biodiversity
conservation. The STGE CMN is running
Management Kit workshops. To register your
interest, please contact Mary Appleby on 6229
7121/ 0429 850 838 or email
mary.appleby@environment.nsw.gov.au. The kit
is available for $18.40 (wholesale price).




FarmReady Fund to Help
Farmers Tackle Climate Change

Rebecca Blundell

NRM Regional Facilitator & ACT Landcare
Coordinator

Natural Resour ces M anagement Programs

On 30 July 2008, the Federal Government
announced the FarmReady fund. The $26.5m
fund aims to provide primary producers and
industries access to specialised training to help
them deal with the impacts of climate change.
Primary producers will be able to apply for grants
of up to $1,500 each financial year to attend
approved training courses, which will help to
cover travel, accommodation and childcare costs.
Industry associations and farming and natural
resource management groups will be able to
apply for grants of up to $80,000 each financial
year to help support their members in adapting to
climate change. The first courses are expected to
begin in the next few months.

There is a very good primary filter tool on the
DAFF website to assist farmers to conduct their
eligibility test for the Climate Change Program.
Available at

www. daf f. gov. au/ agri cul ture-
food/australias-farm ngfuture
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Congratulations (again) Mick!!
Nick Webb

Vertebrate Pests Coor dinator
Parks, Conservation and Lands

We reported in the August 2006 edition of
Landnews that Mick Clarke, PCL s Vertebrate
Pest Officer, had obtained a Certificate Il in Land
Management (Vertebrate Pest Control). We are
pleased to announce that Mick has recently been
successful in gaining his Certificate IV in the same
subject by undergoing a skills recognition
assessment through Tocal College. PCL wishes
to acknowledge NSW Department for Primary
Industries for the funding to make this possible.



Providing Feedback on Bush Capital Legacy — iconic city, iconic
natural assets

Draft ACT Natural Resource Management Plan

Bush Capital Legacy is a comprehensive and integrated plan for managing the natural
resources of the ACT, developed by the ACT Natural Resource Management Council. It
proposes targets to improve the sustainability of our natural resources and provides
strategic direction for government, community and private investment in our natural
resources. Copies of the Plan are available from the Council (see contact details below),
ACT Libraries, ACT Canberra Connect Shopfronts and online at
http://www.actnrmcouncil.org.au/.

The Council is now seeking public comment on the draft plan, Bush Capital Legacy.

We welcome comments, suggestions and ideas from you and/or your organisation on how
we can make this plan the best it can be and achieve considered and strategic direction
for natural resource management in the ACT over the medium and long-term.

You can provide feedback in a number of ways:

by emailing us: actnrmcouncil@act.qgov.au

by talking to staff in the ACT NRM Council Secretariat, phone: 6207 5584 or

6205 2914

by filling in a feedback form (available from the Secretariat or online — see our website
www.actnrmcouncil.org.au)

and/or attending one of the public workshops we have organised across Canberra

By writing to the ACT NRM Council Secretariat: John Feint, Executive Officer, ACT
Natural Resource Management Council, PO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601

The Council will host three public workshops during September 2008 to allow the
community to provide feedback on the draft plan. All welcome.

Council hosted public workshops during September, 2008

Date/Time Venue Address

September 17, 6.30-8.30pm | YMCA Sailing Club Alexandrina Dr, Yarralumla

September 24, 6.30-8.30pm

The Gungahlin Lakes Golf and
Community Club — Spike Bar

Cnr Gundaroo Drive and
Gungahlin Drive, Nicholls

September 25, 6.30-8.30pm

Tuggeranong Southern Cross
Club — Function Room 2

Cnr Pitman & Holwell Streets
Tuggeranong
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Landnews enquiries should be directed to: Samantha Ning, Community Programs Officer
Ph: 6207 2145 Fax: 6207 2544
Email: samantha.ning@act.gov.au 500 Cotter Road, Weston ACT 2611

Published by Dept. of Territory and Municipal Services
For further information call Canberra Connect on 13 22 81 or visit www.tams.gov.au
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